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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


With the success of the country passenger train programme 
since last October, VicRail is faced with a major problem each 
day in providing enough locos to run all of the trains. 

About 20% of the fleet are out of service every day and this 
puts an enormous strain on the rest of the locos. Having had the 
minimum of maintenance over the last few years, they are now 
expected to run mileage that would make a brand new loco feel 
exhausted. 

All of the B, S, L and first 2 series T class should be replaced 
as the running staff are faced with the task of robbing Peter to 
pay Paul every day just to keep them running. The DERMs 
have more than earned their keep over the last 50 years and it is 
asking too much of them to try and keep up with today’s 
schedules. 

You only have to stand at Spencer St during the evening peak 
to see the problems facing the loco rosters. ¥ and H class shunt- 
ing locos are called upon to run main line passenger trains, loco 
hauled sets instead of railcars, a continuous stream of buses 
heading out into Spencer St because there are no locos or cars 


10 run some services. 


With the people slowly coming back to ride the trains again, 


the powers to be are going to have to make some major deci- 
_ sions loco wise very shortly otherwise the good work of the past 
_ may be wasted. 


Front Cover: T367 and Y174 cross the Snowy River flood 
plains as they leave Orbost with the 5.00 pm “Sirex” 


timber train to Westall on Thurs.26.11.81. (John Dare) 
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D? 653 shunts a small rake of trucks as it goes about 
its duties as the pilot at Ballarat North Workshops, 
15.10.66. 


The driver of R769 has the loco well in hand as he 
leaves Castlemaine and runs toward Maryborough on a 
local goods. (Both photos Harry Williams) 
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N Cars 


N-CARS 


Since the publication of the article ‘VicRail Passenger 
Services, an update”’ in the June, 1982, issue of Newsrail, 
further information has come to hand on the conversion 
and car numbering of the new and converted rollingstock. 


At the time of writing the original article, the MRS, 
MBS and AS car-to-buffet conversions were to be known 
as ‘‘MBS-’. Since then, the VR have decided to classify the 
cars as ‘BRS’’, for B (economy), Refreshment, S class car. 


N-CARS — NUMBERING 


The N car numbering system (?) has no doubt intrigued 
many people with its randomness. In a departure from the 
normal system, the numbers indicate the order in which 
the N cars leave the production line, in the fashion of a 
‘builder’s number’, irrespective of car subtype. 

But the fun begins earlier; at the beginning of construc- 
tion, each car is assigned a ‘car number’ and within the 
Workshops is referred to by this car number. The cars are 
moved from area to area during construction; these areas 
are called ‘spots’ and each is allotted a number (see 
diagram), and hence a car’s spot number changes during 
construction. However, car numbers have been changed 
around and cars with higher car numbers have been rolled 
out before cars with lower car numbers and road-num- 
bered in order after cars already running. Thus ‘car num- 
ber’ 19 (BRN car) finally became road number 20 BRN 
and explains how temporarily stainless-steel-fluting-class 
BRN19, reported in Newsrail for June (p.113) and April 
(p.76) mysteriously disappeared. It’s around all right, road 
numbered 20 BRN. 
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Above: The BRN buffet car was used on trial runs during the 
May school holidays earlier this year. Here we see the staff 
hard at work as everyone gets used to the car. 


Left: Loading food at Spencer St prior to running to Seymour 
on Sat.8.5.82. 


Below: The BRN is recognised by the blanked pair of 
windows on one side of the car. BRN20 at Bendigo, 
Thurs.13.5.82. (All photos Roderick B Smith) 
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VicRail staff share a joke as the man on the left tries to work out how he is going to pay for the purchase. 
(Roderick B Smith) 


CONSTRUCTION STATUS — 28.7.82 


Car No. Set Construction Status Coneh Fa Me 
1,253 
4,5, 6 Complete 
7, 8,9 
28 BRN Elec. Testing complete. 14.7.82 
29 ACN 10 Elec. Test 16.7.82 commenced. 26.7.82 30.8.82* 
30 BRN Ceiling panels installed. No. 2 End and Saloon 75% complete 16.8.82 
31 ACN Ceiling panels installed. Car 75% complete. 26.8.82 
32 BRN 11 Fibre glass panels and lights being installed 24.9.82 
33 BRN Floor ply installed. Ceiling panels installed. 24.9.82 
34 ACN Painting complete. 6.10.82 
35 BRN 12 Being painted. 20.10.82 
36 BRN Being insulated. 4.11.82 
37 ACN Being prepared for insulating. 16.11.82 
38 BRN 13 Underfloor equipment being welded. 30.11.82 
39 BRN Internal fitting being welded. 10.12.82 
40 BRN Internal fittings being welded. 15.12.82 
41 BRN 14 Being assembled. 21.1.83 
42 ACN Underframe in rollover jig. Ends complete. 4.2.83 
43 Ends complete. Underframe laid down. 
*Reason for delay — Antic. complete date would depend on Module availability. 
N.B.: Car numbers and set numbers are not final road numbers. 
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COUNTRY CAR CONSTRUCTION 


BOILER SHOP 
16 Days — 8 — 8 Days | 8 Days 


[| UIFRAME sd 


Weld in Roll Over Jig 
& Apply Floor 

Fit Electrical Loom 

Fit Floor Tapping Pads 

Fit Isolating Strips 


Assemble Structure 
Attach Ends 
Drill Side Sills 
Attach Sides 
Attach Roof 
Anti Telescope 
Weld Side & Roof 
Sheet 


Internal Fittings 
Partition Mounts 
Draught Excluder 
Drain Holes 

Wall Bkts.& Verts 
Prep. for Spray 


Doorways 
Internal Fittings 
Floor Heating Inlet 
Door Posts 
Partition Mounts 
Interior Details 
U/Frame Details 
Spray Paint 

Anti Drumming 
Commence fitting — 
U/Floor Equipment 


Assemble Structure 
& Bkts., etc 

Weld enough to lift 

Prime Underframe 


SIDES 
Assemble 

Weld 

Prime 


PREPARATION OF MATERIALS 
Metal Fabrication 


Assemble Cutting, pressing and welding of side posts, 
Weld carlines, floor supports and various body details 
be plus sub assemblies. 
ene Copper Shop 

a SPOT 2 Preparation and assembly of airconditioning 


equipment, toilet and water supply and various 
body details. 


Car Shop 
Manufacture: Panels 

Exit doors 

Cupboard doors 

Toilet doors 

Soffit frames 

Hat nets 
SPOT 1 Fibreglass hatch cover 
Fibreglass periscope 
Guard’s furniture 
End diaphragm 


Machine: Sundry timber 
Sundry plywood 
Paint: Sundry fittings 


Polish and plate: Fittings 
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iternal Fittings 
uct Side 
eiling Straps 
artition Mounts 
‘oof Grinding 
abinet Frame 

| 


it U/Floor Eqipment 
omplete Wiring on 
- U/Floor Equipment 


it Couplers 
it Bogies 


| POT 9 


B72 with an N set at Shep- 
parton on 19.6.82. Tang- 
erine B64 waits its next turn 
of duty. (Frank Sutton) 
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Clean & Spray Int. 
FG. End Roof Panels 
Floor Packings 
Isolation Rubber 


Grind Ex. Body 
Insulate (contract) 

(4 days) 
Spray Underneath 
Prep.& Paint Exterior 
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10 Days 


Ceiling Insulation 
Floor Ply 

Floor Heat 

Floor Masonite 
End Wall Panels 
End Vest. Panels 
X'Ptn. Toilets 
Ceiling Panels 
Soffits 

Line Ext. Body 
Elec.Wire Ducting 
Power Looms 
Power Opp. Doors 
Buffing Gear etc 
Elec. Control Panel 
Fit End Diaphragms 


SPOT 11 


CAR SHOP 


10 Days | 


Install Windows 
Side Wall Panels 
Window Pans 
Hat Nets 

Body Moulding 
Vest. Ceilings 
Ptn. Finishing 
Vinyl Floors 
Install Toilets 


Lighting Looms etc. 


Fit H'Brake 
Light Covers 


ye Se ic 
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10 Days 


Exit Doors 

Control Panel Doors 
Cupboard Doors 
Install Waste Bin 


Fire Ext. Cupboard 
Luggage Comp. 
Install Carpet 
Install Seats 
Vest. Lights etc. 
Sundry Painting 
Cleaning 


Testing 


E Day TESTING 
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Country Passenger Service 


The upgrading program for country passenger services 
continued during the first half of 1982, with most major 
work starting on time. The half year saw a significant 
improvement in train running and station operation, an 
uplift in staff morale and a much more positive attitude to 
the job, and an encouraging 20% increase in patronage and 
30% increase in revenue. 


TRAIN RUNNING 


Punctuality is now at least as good as it was before Octo- 
ber 1981, despite the much faster schedules now in force. 
On the Geelong line, the completion of the second track 
and the removal of major speed restrictions has enabled 
trains to run the present schedules with ease; Bendigo 
trains often gain 5-15 minutes in running, and Gippsland 
trains can usually make up 10 minutes when late. Horsham 
trains still suffer from single-line working and long express 
goods trains, but are close to time more often than before, 
and North-Eastern services are managing to stay close to 
their very tight schedules. 

Early on in the new service Spencer St, the focus of the 
system, received a great deal of attention, as any ineffi- 
ciency or delays here would upset things throughout the 
state. The change in nature of this station has to be seen to 
be believed, with complicated moves (scheduled and 
impromptu) being carried out most efficiently. On the 
evening of 8.4 (Thursday before Easter) the worst depar- 
tures were 4 minutes late; on any day Spencer St can now 
be expected (and not just hoped) to turn round trains in 15 
minutes or less. With altered Geelong schedules due to 
Werribee electrification work some runrounds are now 
scheduled as low as 13 minutes, and this has been reduced 
to 9 when the arrivals are late. 

One of the most interesting of the regular moves con- 
cerns the 08 24 arrival Geelong, which divides to form the 
09 05 Shepparton and 09 25 Warrnambool. The Up train is 
marshalled loco-2/VBPY-2/N sets; on arrival at Spencer St 
the loco runs into the dead end and picks up two loaded 
louvre vans, one for each departing train. It leaves one of 
these vans in the runround road, and attaches the other to 
the outer end of the set. The whole train is then pushed 
back so that the incoming louvres are left in the dead end, 
and the N sets are uncoupled. The loco, louvre and outer 
N set are now ready to depart for Shepparton (usually 
about 20 minutes after arrival); in the meantime another 
loco has attached to the louvre in the middle road, and this 
will attach to the Warrnambool set after 09 05. 

With the current engine shortage, Geelong trains con- 
sisting of two N sets are now regularly run by one loco. 
ay Sunday trains to Horsham and Swan Hill still get 
two). 

In some ways the peak of efficiency of country opera- 
tions has passed, as minor delays are now dealt with so well 
that there is less worry about causing them. Out-of-course 
stops, and delays caused by goods trains are creeping back 
in. One great worry when the North-East timetables were 
introduced was the afternoon 30-minute turnround at Alb- 
ury. The Up train often left late, or the Down was short- 
terminated at Wodonga. Now someone is confident 
enough to run single-ended locos on the Down train. 
When this happens the mainline loco is detached at 
Wodonga and turned, then sent light to Albury; in the 
meantime the InterCity train has proceeded to Albury 
behind the Y-class pilot. 


TIMETABLES 

Since October 1981 there have been only a few modifica- 
tions to the radically new schedules then introduced. The 
next state-wide timetable revision will coincide with new 
suburban timetables accompanying the opening of Parlia- 
ment station and the Clifton Hill/City Circle Underground 
Loop, now scheduled for August but subject to postpone- 
ment. The new country timetables should adjust schedules 
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where the running times are too fast or too slow, as well as 
incorporating a number of changes requested by the public, 
or found desirable after 10 months of operation. It is 
unfortunate that although fixed-consist trains have now 
been running for many months there are a number of 
cases where accurate running times are still not listed, and 
the new schedules are likely to contain errors once more. 
Some of the changes in the new timetables will be: 


Northern: Most Bendigo services will be accelerated 5-15 
minutes. On Mon. to Fri. the morning trains to Bendigo 
will leave at 0750 and 0950, and the 1200 Up will be 
altered to 11 00. There will be an additional Down train to 
Bendigo at 1610 Sundays. All Sunbury trains will run to/ 
from Spencer St, and the ‘‘Sunbury set’’ (Y-loco, 2 cars, 
BCE) will run a morning trip as well. 


Western: The morning Horsham train will leave at 07 55. 
In the evening, Down trains will be: 17 00 Bacchus Marsh, 
1725 Ballarat, 1755 Dimboola, 1758 Bacchus Marsh 
(extra train). Up trains will generally leave Ballarat at 45 
minutes past the hour. The present 16 00 Up Saturdays will 
become 1745, and the 1800 Mon. to Fri. will become 
18 45. There will be an additional Down Ballarat train at 
16 15 Sundays. 


South-Western: The morning Warrnambool train will 
leave at 08 35, returning at 12 40, the Colac cross shifting 
to Winchelsea. Geelong trains will be accelerated by about 
5 minutes. The 08 00 and 1400 Down trains on Mon. to 
Fri. will be extended to South Geelong. 


North-Eastern: Timings north of Seymour on both routes 
will be eased, but Up trains will be accelerated between 
Seymour and Melbourne. The afternoon Shepparton train 
will become loco-hauled. The stops at Barnawartha, 
Chiltern, Springhurst, Violet Town and Avenel will be 
transferred from the first Up Sunday train to the second. 
The extra Down Friday night train will leave Spencer St at 
19 40. 

Easiern: Stopping trains will be accelerated by 10 minutes, 
and express trains by 5 minutes. A new local Warragul- 
Traralgon service will operate, departing Warragul at 06 35 
and Traralgon at 18 30. There will be an additional Sunday 
train to Traralgon at 1700. On Mon. to Fri. the Traralgon 
train following the Gippslander will stop all stations from 
Pakenham, but the afternoon Traralgon train, and the 
10 00 Up will be express to/from Warragul. 


CARRIAGES 


Until June there were only 4 N-set rosters. These were 
generally run by sets N3-N6; one of the original sets N1 
and N2 was held as a traffic spare while the other under- 
went a number of modifications (but not yet the reposi- 
tioning of the seats). N7, including the prototype BRN 
buffet, was delivered in May and ran trials and special trips 
to Bendigo; it was expected to be tested on the Gippslander 
during the week beginning 31.5. N8 was due to enter ser- 
vice on 19.6, running Ballarat trains; it would be the first 
N-set to be based away from Melbourne or Geelong. N9, 
to be based in Bendigo, was due on 24.7; originally its 
roster was to coincide with the new timetables, but it 
seems likely that the set will enter service some weeks 
before the new timetable comes into operation. the first 
BRN cars to operate regular services should be ready by 
November; they will be used on Warrnambool trains. 

A few of the older airconditioned cars have been with- 
drawn for service for refurbishing. The first of these cars 
with a buffet (to be coded BRS) will enter service in 
December. 

The intensive running of sets has led to a number of 
mechanical problems with older cars, particularly hotboxes. 
Sometimes a defective car is not replaced immediately, and 
the set will be a car short for a couple of days; sometimes 
the replacement car will be an MT (ex-ABW style), often 
the most accessible loose car. When airconditioned cars 
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fail, the whole set is usually withdrawn from service. There 
is now a spare air-conditioned set marshalled basically CE- 
AS-Cafe-BG-AW-AW (sometimes 3 AWs). Buffet car 
failures are frequent, and all of the spares (Murray, Avoca 
and the cafeteria car) have been used. 

Proposals to run interurban trains to Traralgon have 
been dropped, as they would not be available until 1986 at 
the earliest. It is now most likely that when the order for 54 
N cars is completed, a further order for ‘‘new generation” 
country cars will be placed. Whether these cars be in Talgo 
trains or not, they will provide sufficient vehicles for Tra- 
ralgon local trains to be loco-hauled. 


RAILMOTOR SERVICES 


The present service uses, in theory, two 600 railcars and 
six DERMs, but it is unlikely that the full number of cars 
has ever been available for service. Of the two 600 rosters, 
the more important is that including the afternoon run to 
Shepparton, and this gets first priority when only one of 
the airconditioned railcars is available. When no 600 is 
going, the Shepparton service is usually a bus; replacement 
passenger trains hauled by T locos have operated, but 
rarely. For a time the 0702 to Seymour (scheduled 
DERM) and 13 30 to Seymour (scheduled 600) were oper- 
ated by the three-car ‘‘Sunbury set’? (which got back to 
Melbourne in time for its 17 16 departure to Sunbury) but 
with an increase in serviceable DERMs in April and May 
these are now regularly used. 

The 1915 to Seymour should be formed by the arrival 
from Shepparton; when the 600s were not operating it used 
to be a bus, but more recently a DERM is used on this ser- 
vice, too. The 17 30 to Seymour had a variety of composi- 
tions until it settled down to be two MTs (one of each 
type) hauled usually by a T class, but occasionally by Y, 
two Y, H or X. Since a restriction of 90 km/h has been 
imposed on the standard MTs when loco-hauled, this train 
has once again had unusual compositions, for example two 
MTs (ex ABW type) and C or CW van. Until the restric- 
tion on loco-hauled standard trailers, DERM services on 
other lines were usually operated by 2/MT if the DERM 
was unavailable. In April a number of services were given 
regular bus schedules for approximately three months; 


since then there has been an increase in the number of 
DERMs available, and they operate most of their own 
schedules, as well as some of the 600 schedules to Bacchus 
Marsh and Kyneton. 

Except for one service, the use of spare carriage sets of 
three cars and a van on railmotor schedules is rather rare. 
The exception is the 1518 Kyneton, which is normally 
hauled by the two mainline engines which will run the 
Overland \ater that night. In the new timetable, this service 
will use the 600 and trailer released from the Shepparton 
service. 

In May DRC40 and DRC43 were undergoing modifica- 
tions in Bendigo workshops, with the other two 600s to 
follow. Original plans to upgrade and aircondition the 
DERMs before the end of 1983 were shelved; there are 
plans to create push-pull trains using Harris trailer cars and 
T-locos, but it seems quite probable that the DERMs will 
still be operating in 1984. 


VICRES 


Stage 2 of the computerised reservation system came 
into operation during the year. It added motorail and 
sleeper bookings to the computer and introduced multi- 
sector booking (the same seat could be booked 
Melbourne-Geelong and Geelong-Warrnambool). By July, 
Stages 3 and 4 will be added. Stage 3 automates some of 
the supervisory functions and facilitates other work carried 
out in the Central Reservation Bureau, and Stage 4 adds 
Interstate booking. 


WORKS 


A runround loop has been completed at South Geelong, 
and there is now no regular use of the goods sidings by 
passenger trains. An extra crossover planned at Geelong to 
speed turnrounds seems unlikely to be built, as Geelong 
has demonstrated great ability in running round efficiently 
with the present layout. Work has begun on a broad-gauge 
runround for platform | at Spencer St. Also at Spencer St, 
an extension to the awning over platforms 7 and 8 is under 
way. This will not go the full length of the platform, but 
will reach to the van and first class car of trains in platform 


The 2.00 pm Up Melbourne service departs platform one at Bendigo on Thurs.13.5.82. as a 
2.30 pm VicRail special (testing the BRN) waits in number two platform. The use of this 


platform is now very rare. (Roderick B Smith) 
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Country carriage roster N9 came into operation on 
Sat.24.7. The ‘‘9”” refers to the number of N sets existing 
at the time, not the number programmed in service. For 
some time there were two N sets spare (as well as the 
buffet set N7) but now there will be only one spare (in 
addition to N7); thus roster N9 uses 7 sets each day. 

The two extra N sets now rostered run to and from 
Ballarat and Bendigo, replacing sets of CE-AS-BEa/c-BWL. 
The AS cars released have entered workshops for refur- 
bishing, and the BEa/c cars have replaced non-aircondi- 
tioned cars on the Albury and Swan Hill sets. These rep- 
lacements were urgently needed as hotboxes occurred fre- 
quently on the old cars running 700-1000 km a day. The 
four non-airconditioned sets running to Geelong and Bac- 
chus Marsh run shorter distances, give much less trouble, 
and are likely to remain non-airconditioned for some time. 

The Vinelander sets now have a BS and not a BEa/c as 
the fourth car; new BS cars (converted from AS) are in 
regular use. The Dimboola set has lost its Z cars and it now 
interworks with the previously unique Warrnambool set. 
When the Z cars. return they will run to Warrnambool, 


tion of Newsrail appears, and it marks the halfway stage in 
the delivery of N sets. The roster shows all scheduled car- 
riage sets, and the two rosters for 600 railcars, but not the 
DERM rosters, which have rarely followed the proper pat- 
tern since the new service started. At the time of writing 
(end of July) the 1730 Seymour was regularly MT-MT 
instead of 600 and trailer, and the 15 18 Kyneton regularly 
a spare 3-car set (hauled by one or both of the Overland 
engines) instead of DERM and trailer. The spare air-condi- 
tioned set, SPl, varied from day to day, but usually 
included AS and BG. 

The times on the left of each column show the departure 
time from Spencer St to the indicated destination, and on 
the right is the time the set arrives back in Melbourne. The 
sets are: 


1, 2, 10-14 ACN-BN-BN 

3, 4,5, 7 CW-AE-BEL-BEL-BEL 

6 BCPL-BPL-BPL-BPL-BPL 
8, 25 CE-AS-BEa/c-BWL-BWL 
9, 15 CE-AS-BEa/c-BES 


16 BCE-AS-BEL-BEL-BEL-BEL 


maintaining the capacity of the evening train above that of 20, 21 BCE-AZ-Buffet-BS-BEL 
an N set, and the Dimboola train will become an N set, the 22, 23, 24 CE-AZ-MBS-BZ-BEa/c 
lighter load helping to improve timekeeping. One of the 26, 27 CE-AZ-MRS-BZ-BS 
Traralgon sets has lost its AS. The three Werribee sets are D33, D34, D35 CW-AE-BW-BW 
now identical, and the Sunbury set has lost its BCE. This 136, T37 600 and Trailer 
set no longer runs to Seymour in the morning and after- E40, E41 CE-AS-BES-BW-BW. 
noon. E42, E43 CE-AE-BES-BW-BW 
N9 is an appropriate roster to publish in full. It will last W50, W51, W52 BCPL-BPL-BPL-BW 
long enough (until 31.10) to be current well after this edi- © SP5 BCPL-BPL-BW 
RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
1 S. Geel. 0800 0800 Geel. 10 40 0935 S. Hill 21 20 
0835  Horsh. 18 45 1100 Geel. 13 37 0935S. Hill 21 20 
1910 Geel. 22 13 
2325 Geel. 
Forms 11 Forms | Forms 11 
2 S. Geel. 08 00 08 35  Horsh. 18 55 0935 S. Hill 21 20 
0932 ~~Ball. 13 50 22 45* Geel. 
1647 S. Geel. 
S. Geel. 21 35* (FO) 
Forms | Forms 2 Forms 13 
2 S. Geel. 08 00 0835  Horsh. 18 55 0935 S. Hill 2120 
0932 ~~ Ball. 13 50 22 25* Geel. 
1647S. Geel. 
S. Geel. 21 35* (FO) 
Forms 7 (FO Forms 3) Forms 4 Mon. 
3 S. Geel. 06 35 0700 Geel. 09 37 at Geelong 
0659 Geel. 09 40 1000 Geel. 12 40 
1000 Geel. 12 40 1300 Geel. 15 37 
1300 Geel. 15 37 1600 Geel. 18 40 
1620 B. Marsh 20 45* 
Forms 7 (FO Forms 3 Forms 4 Mon. 
4 S. Geel. 0740 Ball. 13 45 1005 Geel. 13 40 
0800 S.Geel. 1040 1500 Geel. 17 37 1405 Geel. 1712 
1100 Geel. 13 37 1800 Geel. 2113 1730. Geel. 21 10 
1713 S. Geel. 
S. Geel. 1955 (FO) 
2030 ~—Ball. (FO) 
Forms 3 (FO Forms 4) Forms 4 Forms 7 
5 04 30*  B. Marsh (MO) B. Marsh 08 25 0925 Num. 20 02 
B. Marsh 07 27 0900 Geel. 11 37 22 05* +Geel. 
0900 Geel. 11 37 1200 Geel. 14 40 
1538  B. Marsh 1751 
1810 S. Geel. 
S. Geel. 20 55* (FO) 
2130  B. Marsh (FO) 
Forms 4 (FO Forms 5 Forms 5 Forms 3 
6 B. Marsh 08 16 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1405  B. Marsh 16 26 
1714 B. Marsh 
Forms 6 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
7 0548 S.Geel. 0849 at Bendigo Bgo. 18 50 
1200 Geel. 14 40 
1600 Geel. 19 05 
2130  ~B. Marsh (FE) 
1940 Bgo. (FO) 
Forms 5 (FO Forms 7) Forms 5 
8 W’bool 1005 W’bool 10 50 Geel. 18 30 
1743 Dim. 2325 Geel. 1855  W’bool 
Forms 25 Forms 8 Forms 8 
10 Geel. 08 24 Geel. 08 40 0930 Horsh. 20 45 
0905 Shepp 1457 0915 Shepp. 18 55 2110 Geel. 
1525 Bgo. 
Forms 14 Forms 10 Forms 2 
11 Geel. 08 24 Geel. 08 40 W’bool 20 20 
0925 Wbool 1708 0925 W'’bool 1650 22 45* Geel. 
1740 Geel. 20 43 1825 W’bool 
2110 Geel. 
Forms 10 Forms 11 
12 Ball. 08 40 At Albury 0930 Horsh. 20 45 
1000 Bgo. 16 05 2110 Geel. 
1647 S. Geel. 
S. Geel. 21 35* (FO) 
Forms 2 Forms 13 Forms | 
13 S. Geel. 0900 (MO) Ball. 09 45 Alb. 18 48 
Ball. 0940 (ME) 1800 Ball. 1915  Bgo. 
1520 Ball. 19 53 
2030 ~—Ball. (FE) 
2040 = Alb. (FO) 
Forms 12 (FO Forms 13 Sun.) Forms 14 Forms 14 
14 Bgo. 09 10 Bgo. 09 25 Ball. 10 48 
1445 S.Geel. 1740 1300 Ball. 17 45 1315 Ball. 1755 
1758 Ball. 1830 Ball. 
Forms 13 Forms 12 Forms. 12 
5 Num. 09 25 Num. 09 55 at Numurkah 
1255 Wbool 2100 1815 Num. 
2225 Geel. (FE) 
Forms 9 Forms 15 
6 Kyn. 08 20 at Kyneton at Kyneton 
0845 ~=Bgo. 14.05 
1706 Kyn. 
Forms 16 
20 Geel. 07 52 Geel. 07 40 at Sale 
08 25 ~—_Bairns. 17 44 0825 Bairns. 17 44 
1825 Sale (Bairns. FO) 1825 Sale 
Forms 21 Forms 21 Mon. 
21 Sale 10 23 Bairns. 10 23 Geel. 09 11 
1700 Geel. 19 40 1345 Bgo. 19 25 0930 Bairns. 2107 
2010 Geel. 2110 Geel. 2230 Geel. 
Forms 20 Forms 21 Forms 20 
22 S. Geel. 0706 Geel. 06 40 0945 Alb. 20 43 
0754 ~~ Alb. 16 15 0750 Alb. 20 35 22 05* Geel. 
1740 S. Hill 
Forms 24 Forms 22 Forms 22 
23 Alb. 10 15 Alb. 10 35 Alb. 1055 
1235 Alb. 20 35 1755 Alb. 1755. Alb. 
2210 Geel. 
Forms 22 Forms 23 Forms 23 
24 S. Hill 1105 S. Hill 11 05 at Swan Hill 
1720 Alb. 1805 S. Hill 
Forms 23 Forms 24 
25 Dim. 11 45 Dim. 11 45 at Dimboola 
1230 Ball. 16 45 1750 Dim. 
Forms 8 Forms 25 
26 Mild. 07 20 Mild. 07 15 at Mildura until 21 20 
Forms 27 same day Forms 27 


SEPTEMBER 1982 


203 


RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
27 2120 = Mild. 07 40 arrival at Mildura 2120 Mild. 
Forms 26 Forms 26 Forms 26 
D33 Kyn. 08 45 at Kyneton at Kyneton 
1300 = Kyn. 16 53 
| 1745. Kyn. 
| Forms D34 
| D34 Kyn. (Bgo. MO)07 15 Kyn. 08 15 at Bendigo 
| 305  B. Marsh 15 35 1825  Bgo. 
| 635 Kyn. 
| Forms D35 
| T36 Sey. 07 22 Sey. 08 35 at Seymour 
| 0802 = Kyn. 11 48 0905  B. Marsh. 11 27 
| 1330 Sey. 17 00 1255 Sey. 17 35 
| 730 Sey. 1835 Sey. 
| Forms T37 Forms T36 
T37 Sey. 08 10 at Seymour at Seymour 
0855  B. Marsh 11 24 
315 Shepp. 18 50 
915 Sey. 
Forms T36 
E40 T’gon 08 33f T gon 08 42 1900 T’gon 
09 15f T’gon 16 15f 1225 T’gon 18 42 
16 50f T’gon 
Forms E41 Forms E40 Forms E40 
E41 0545 T gon (MO at Traralgon T’gon 19 25 
T’gon 1] 37 
1540 Tgon 
Forms E40 Forms E41 
E42 T’gon 09 40 at Traralgon T’gon 10 44 
1225 Tgon 19 39 1900 Wel. 
2000 Tgon 
Forms E42 Forms E43 
E43 Wel. 07 Old Wel. 06 59 at Traralgon 
07 20d T’gon 12 42 07 44d T’gon 12 42 
1345 Wel. 17 27f 1740 T’gon 
17 49 
Forms E43 Forms E42 Mon. 
WS50 0530 W’bee 07 58 at Spencer Street at Spencer Street 
1702 W’bee 1917 
Forms W51 
W52 0615 W’bee 08 16 at Spencer Street at Spencer Street 
1620 W’bee 18 26 
Forms W350 
SP5 1716 Sunb. 19 35 at Spencer Street at Spencer St 


Forms SP5 


MO Monday only f Flinders Street 
ME Monday excepted d Dandenong 
FO. Friday only * Empty cars 


FE Friday excepted 


$303, 308 and 306 shunt the Overland at Spencer St on Sun.28.3.82. (Roderick B Smith) 
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GENERAL 


High salaries for transport men: The State Government 
will spend more than $690,000 a year on the salaries of the 
executives who will run Victoria’s public transport from 
next year. The eight present transport authorities, includ- 
ing VicRail and the Tramways Board, will be replaced by 
four new authorities to be overseen by a director-general 
of transport. Applications for this position, plus four posi- 
tions for chief-executives to run each authority, closed 
recently. 

The director general of transport, Mr A Rehier, will be 
paid $75,250 plus an allowance of $3,651 with access to a 
car. The four authorities’ chief executives will receive bet- 
ween $59,700 and $69,200, plus allowances and a car. The 
new transport supremos will be higher paid than the Minis- 
try of Transport’s present director. the director general of 
transport will be on the same level as the chairman of the 
SEC and the chairman of VicRail, making him one of Vic- 
toria’s most senior public servants. (TK) 


More train radios: VicRail will speed up its $5 million 
radio installation program for country trains. The State 
Government decision follows the recent Barnawartha rail 
accident in which a train driver and his observer were 
killed. All trains in Victoria will be equipped with radios by 
the end of 1984. Rail union officials believe the Bar- 
nawartha disaster might have been avoided if driver-to- 
driver radio had been installed on the Melbourne to 
Sydney line. 

Radio links between trains and central bases would be in 
operation by mid-1983 after local radio stations were set up 
at Wodonga, Benalla, Wangaratta and Seymour. Seventy 
locomotives used on the Melbourne to Serviceton, South 
Australian line also will have radio links within six months. 
Already 10 ‘‘C’’ class locomotives and guards vans have 
been equipped with end-to-end radio on the line between 
Melbourne and South Australian border. The western line 
was the first to get radio communications because it’s the 
busiest. Base stations at Bacchus Marsh, Ballarat, Ararat 
and Dimboola already are using radios to communicate 
with trains. (RW) 


New ticketing system on the way: Melbourne will have a 
new public transport fare system next year. The Transport 
Minister, Mr Crabb announced the change at the annual 
general meeting of the Train Travellers’ Association in 
July. The ticket system introduced by the former Liberal 
Government last year will be scrapped. The only details Mr 
Crabb gave on the new system were that it would be ‘“‘non- 
modal’’ and would be brought in when all public transport 
administration was changed about July next year. Non- 
modal means that the same tickets will apply on all 
Melbourne trams, trains and buses. (PR) 


Tenders: The following VicRail tenders closed on the dates 

shown: 

21.7.82 — The clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to 
be removed from the railway track between Goornong 
and North Bendigo junction, (approx 16 miles). 

4.8.82 — The painting of Traralgon station buildings and 
footbridge. 

11.8.82 — The clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to 
be removed from the railway track between Eaglehawk 
and Inglewood stations (approx. 25 miles). 

18.8.82 — The supply of 1500 metres of seat fabric for rail- 
way vehicle passenger seats. 

18.8.82 — The reconditioning of 12 No. EE519/SE traction 
motor commutators as specified. 

18.8.82 — The provision of air conditioning system for 
overhead division offices at Flinders St extension. (JTH) 

Study into transport: The Minister of Transport has initi- 

ated a study of public transport services in the 

Municipalities of Port Melbourne, South Melbourne and St 

Kilda with the aim of assisting the Government to prepare 
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a program for improving public transport services in the 
three municipalities. The study is being directed by a Steer- 
ing Committee which includes representatives from State 
and Local Government, Transport Authorities, the Com- 
munity and Trade Unions. (JH) 


A lunchtime break: A reader has furnished some interest- 
ing sightings of train activity in and around Flinders St dur- 
ing his lunch hour. 

Tues.6.7: As well as watching the gradual demise of ‘‘C”’ 
Box (reported in August Newsrail a coupled pair of light 
engines in the form of Y117 and Y110 headed West. Par- 
cels van 1CM was also seen running its errand. 

Wed.7.7: A Down goods with B64 and 12 bogie wagons 
with VFSX, VWSX wagons with steel traffic from 
Lysaght’s at Westernport. Electric L class, 1165 came off 
the Clifton Hill line, probably from APM Fairfield with 
OVYC, VOCX, 3VOCY, ZF van. Also E class 1106 
headed towards Spencer St with two Tait motor cars 
numbered, 489 and 492 trailed by a four wheeled Z van. 

Fri.9.7: The lunch hour presented T359, G, GY, GY, G, G 
and ZLP van as an Up goods from the Clifton Hill group 
of lines. Locos Y121 and Y151 were seen as coupled light 
engines returning towards Spencer St. These locos were 
returning from Caulfield after hauling an empty bri- 
quette train there, where an L class unit takes over for 
the balance of the journey to Morwell. The diesel units 
are used on this section because the SEC siding at 
Footscray is not electrified. 

Thurs.15.7: Loco X41 with 8 bogie wagons was seen on the 
Lysaght’s steel train. As is becoming quite a regular 
sighting, light engines Y166 and Y122 went wandering 
through the yard towards Spencer St. (PJS) 

Lunchtime at North Melbourne: In a quarter of an hour 

just before midday the following sightings were recorded 

near the South Dynon flyover: T403 and X33 coupled light 
engines, H3 and H1 pushing a rake over the hump, F201 
as the hump trimmer, B79 light to loco depot, F202 shunt- 
ing pass. cars, Y151 doing the same thing, T404 on a Up 
goods, Y136 light engine, B72 light engine, X41 on Up 

Dimboola pass., T399 light engine, B65 Down Geelong 

pass. (PJS) 

AREA excursion: A lunchtime tour was run by the Aust. 

Railway Exploration Assoc. on Wed.28.7. The tour was 

operated by DERM, RM60 and ran from Spencer St to 

Footscray C siding and then returned to Flinders St and 

out to Burnley where it crossed over to the Up track and 

returned to Spencer St at about 13 25. (KW) 


Eltham goods: The local Eltham goods, which now seems 
to run only as required, was operated by loco E1106 on 
Tues.27.7. After dropping off two G wagons the loco left 
light engine towards Melbourne. The operation of this 
goods to Eltham and back appears to be done without a 
brakevan. The van is usually left at Greensborough and 
oie runs what could be termed a small ‘switch trip’. 
Spencer St at about 8.00 pm: During a trip through 
Spencer St the following locos were sighted on Tues.27.7: 

X54 on the Down Southern Aurora. 

GM33 on the Up Daylight. 

X32 on the Down Vinelander. 

$312 and X52 on the Down Overland. 


Y102 and the standard gauge pilot. (PJS) 


Centre pages: Until recently, all terminating trains at 
South Geelong were required to run into the yard to 
allow the locomotive to run around. Now a loop has 
been built at the station to speed up the runaround. On 
Sat.12.4.81, B84, X38 and X34 rest in the sunshine after 
running around their trains during the Head of the River 
Carnival. (R Gillard) 
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Double headed parcels coaches: On Mon.26.7 at about 
12.50 pm parcel vans, CM2 and CM12 were seen coupled 
together with both pantographs raised, apparently operat- 
ing in multiple as they passed through Bayswater on their 
way to Upper Ferntree Gully. (DSG) 


Diamond Creek special: On Wed.4.8 a special train was 
operated to Diamond Creek by the Australian Railway 
Exploration Association. The train consisted of an electric 
E class number 1102 and railmotor trailer 30MT. The 
unusual consist left Spencer St at 19 30 and returned two 
hours later. Coffee and biscuits were enjoyed by the tra- 
a on the cold night in Diamond Creek waitingroom. 
JH 


Northern area transport plans: The Minister of Transport, 
Mr Steve Crabb, will visit the northern suburbs on Sep- 
tember lst to discuss transport needs. Whittlesea Council, 
which has requested the visit, will confront him with a list 
of public transport needs including: 
* Improved station; 
* Train and tram track extension; 
* More ‘‘feeder’’ buses to main embarkation points and 
shopping centres; 
* New bus terminals at either South Morang or Mernda 
for people journeying south from Whittlesea and other 
northern areas; and 
A general upgrading of all public transport to keep place 
with the shire’s urban growth. 
With such an extension, and a suitable carpark, any com- 
muters from Whittlesea, Yarrambat and Mill Park could 
travel daily to and from the city by train. Bus stations in 
northern areas, to take ‘‘feeder’’ lines for the main south- 
bound transport services, will also be sought. The tour will 
also include a visit to the proposed tramway extention area 
in Plenty Rd. General traffic conditions will be noted and 
the need for additional ‘‘feeder’’ bus services in the Whit- 
a Shire and Preston City sections will be discussed. 
BW 


Frankston station works: Work on the new Frankston 
transport centre is going ahead satisfactorily. Reconstruc- 
tion of the main island platform has started and design of 
the new station building and pedestrian underpass is near- 
ing completion. The design of the new four-lane level- 
crossing with boom barriers, at Beach St is proceeding and 
the installation is expected to be completed by VicRail 
towards the end of next year. 

The additional lanes, and the integrated traffic lights and 
new boom barriers, with their more eifective phase con- 
troller, are expected to provide a satisfactory interim solu- 
tion to the traffic problems experienced at the crossing for 
some years. Provision will be made for 700 commuter car 
spaces, in addition to any retail or commercial require- 
ments. (PC) 


Mornington/Stony Point services: The Minister for 
Transport, Mr Steve Crabb, has announced that the rail 
line to Stony Point will be restored once reliable railmotors 
are found. 

Mr Crabb also announced that a detailed report, would 
be compiled on public transport needs of Mornington 
Peninsula. This study would rely on the involvement of the 
municipalities of Frankston, Hastings, Flinders and Mor- 
nington, community groups and trade unions. The minis- 
try has compiled a preliminary report which shows that 
there may be considerable scope to co-ordinate and 
rationalise services in the region. 

Mr Crabb has given no immediate commitment to 
restore trains on the Mornington line. The preliminary 
report by the Ministry of Transport showed the Stony 
Point line, which passes through Hastings, was carrying 
more than 140,000 passengers a year when it was closed 
down last June. The TRB granted a two-year temporary 
licence to Peninsula Bus Lines to run the service to Stony 
Point, but turned down an application for articulated buses. 
Peninsula Bus Lines has run a temporary service since the 
closure of the line. 
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The TRB refused an application for a permanent licence 
for buses between Frankston and Mornington via 
Moorooduc, saying the present 781 line serviced the area 
adequately and that money would be better spent improv- 
ing this service. The board’s report on the Mornington line 
suggested the train line remain closed, that route 781 be 
upgraded to provide an improved transport facility and that 
a transport study be done on the future transport needs of 
the peninsula. (FN) 


Sunshine to Broadmeadows pass. services: Residents of 
Keilor are calling for a passenger service to be introduced 
between Broadmeadows and Sunshine on the existing 
goods only line. A passenger service has been envisaged 
here many times before but to date nothing has happened. 
A new Government it hopes will be more responsive to 
the needs of people in the area. Local MPs and the Train 
Travellers Association are again wanting this service to 
start. It is planned that seven stations would be needed 
with a railmotor service and conductors collecting fares 
rather than stations being manned. (TL) 


Comeng sets on Clifton Hill lines: These new trains 
recently appeared on the Hurstbridge and Epping lines. 
Previously restricted to the Eastern and South Eastern 
group of lines, the train started to run on the Hurstbridge 
line in early August and then shortly afterwards on the 
Epping line. The new train would provide commuters with 
a welcome relief from the usual ‘Tait’ sets and occasional 
‘silvers’. (KW) 


GEELONG LINE 


Two N sets to Warrnambool: On Thurs.22.7 the 9.25 am 
Down and the 13.25 pm Up train from Warrnambool was 
hauled by B64 with two N car sets, numbers N2 and N9, a 
ag 6 cars. The train is normally only a single N car set. 
BM 

Governor to Colac: The 1800 Down Warrnambool train 
on Mon.26.7 consisted of B82, 33BE, 47BE, 7BS, 1AS, 
9CE, 142VLPY, State Car, Goulburn. The State Car and 
Goulburn conveyed the Governor of Victoria, Rear 
Admiral Sir Brian Murray and Lady Murray to Colac for a 
visit there on 27.7. On arrival at Colac, B82 was detached, 
ran around the train and placed the two cars onto the track 
leading to the turntable. It then attached the train and 
departed to Warrnambool. The normal 10 minute Colac 
stop was increased to 30 minutes. The cars returned to 
Melbourne on Wed.28.7 attached to the front of the 6.40 
am Up Warrnambool train consisting of B63, SCW, 5AS, 
S5IBE, 68BWL. The normal 10 minutes stop was enough 
this time to attach the cars. (BM) 


Special DERM trip: A special trip was organised by the 
AREA on Sat.24.7 to run from Melbourne to Cunningham 
Pier at Geelong. The trip was operated by 62RM in both 
directions and whilst the forward journey performed well, 
the return trip experienced difficulties. The DERM 
developed a hot box near Werribee and passengers 
transferred to the following Up Geelong pass. (TM) 


SERVICETON LINE 


Ballarat station work: Tenders were recently called by 
VicRail to restore the damage caused when fire destroyed 
the office, refreshment room and dining room at the sta- 
tion some months ago. At the time when the station was 
fire damaged it was suggested that a clock would be pro- 
vided in the high clocktower with locally raised funds but 
nothing has been heard of this plan for sometime. (It was 
first raised at City Council meeting a few months before 
the fire). (RW) 

Lateness still a problem: In the Ballarat Courier of January 
1886, there appeared an article on the lateness of Ballarat 
line trains and a suggestion that conductors be rostered on 
each train. Because the report has some resemblance to 
today’s operation it is worth mentioning here, and we 
quote: 

“‘The continual complaint of the late arrival of trains in 
holiday times has had the customary grounds this season, 
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and various causes are given for so many trains being 
behind their tabled time. Many reasons are advanced, but 
that given by an old and experienced railway officer 
appears to explain at least one cause. He observes that in 
holiday times there is a very much larger passenger traffic 
at the small roadside stations, than at any other part of the 


year. Passengers like to select a good seat if they can, and’ 


while they are doing so, and the stationmaster and his soli- 
tary porter are trying to accommodate them, valuable time 
is lost, and the train starts some minutes late. The ordinary 
staffs at the roadside stations cannot negotiate the 
increased passenger traffic in the time allowed them, and 
delays of a couple of minutes or so at several stations, set- 
tle the fate of the train. As a remedy for this, he suggests 
that in holiday seasons a couple of porters should accom- 
pany all but express trains, and jumping off briskly at each 
station, help the passengers in. A couple of smart porters 
would gauge the unfilled compartment at a glance before 
their train left, and, springing smartly on to a platform, 
could get the passengers in, in good time. The remedy sug- 
gested appears worth a trial, and we commend it to the 
notice of the commissioners’’. 
One wonders whether such a trial was ever made; if so, it 
could hardly have been considered a success, as it has 
taken nearly a century for conductors (‘travelling por- 
ters’’) to be provided on all country trains. (RW) 
Stawell sightings: The following multi unit trains were 
seen passing through Stawell on the dates shown: 
Sat.17.7: T380, 331, Y140, 150. Up wheat train with 58 
vehicles at 19 45. 
1373, 363, Y149. Up goods with 61 vehicles at 21 40. 
Tues.20.7: S306, 315, T393. Down goods with 61 vehicles 
at 17 40. 
Thurs.22.7: $306, 315, T400, Y147. Down goods with 47 
vehicles at 16 40. 
Tues.27.7: C509, X41, Y149. Up wheat train with 50 bogie 
vehicles at 17 45. 
Thurs.29.7: C503, T382, Y150. Up wheat train with 48 
bogie vehicles at 20 45. (PM) 


BENDIGO LINES & BRANCHES 


Old rail bridge removed: One of Echuca’s dedicated 
organisations took on a cold and wet job recently when it 
contracted to remove the last remaining bases of the 
wooden piles used to support the temporary railway bridge 
over the Murray, just below the present structure. The 
work was carried out by the Echuca Search and Rescue 
Squad. The Deniliquin-Moama railway was opened in July 
1878, but the present iron bridge was still under construc- 
tion and a spindly redgum structure carried the trains for 
the next two years. 

At the same time the structure at the end of the old pipe 
line taking water to the underground well at the railway 
pumping station was removed, as this too was becoming an 
obstruction to paddlesteamers using the southern channel 
of the river at summer level. The old pumping station 
appears as the ‘Railway Hydrant’ at the building of the 
complex of buildings at the Echuca Railway Station and its 
powerful steam pump lifted water up to the existing square 
tank near the locomotive sheds, to enable the instant sup- 
ply of water to the tenders when they needed filling, before 
they set out on their long journeys. (FS) 


Tourist line problems: A planned steam tourist railway 
may have been stopped in its tracks. The Castlemaine and 
Maldon Railway Preservation Society was given govern- 
ment approval in principle in February to take over the 98- 
year-old line. But major repairs are needed to an old 
wooden rail-over-road bridge on the outskirts of Castle- 
maine. The line has been closed to VicRail traffic since 
1976. The Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb, today told 
Mr Bob Ebery, MLA, the cost of bringing the bridge up to 
: Sad suitable for rail traffic would be considerable. 
TL 

Cohuna line for sale: Dismantling of the closed Elmore - 
Cohuna line is proceeding. Dandenong firm MGS Timber 
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Pty Ltd has advertised cheap rail ($30 per 22’ 6" length) of 
60 Ib grade for sale from the Lockington - Cohuna section. 
Whilst farmers might find that price reasonable for build- 
ing bridges, shed supports or bending it could be a 
frightening aspect for volunteer tourist railway groups 
thinking of building themselves a line to run their trains on 
as a weekend hobby. (POT) 


Comments on Swan Hill services: The upgraded Swan 
Hill passenger services now allow for day return trips to 
Melbourne and this correspondent has been able to make 
use of this on a number of occasions. Unfortunately an 
‘“‘on time” arrival at either end has not been achieved as 
yet but the performance has still been creditable. Best tim- 
ing was a four minute late arrival at Spencer St after leav- 
ing Kyneton ten late. It appeared that an on time arrival 
was possible but following a hold up on the Up side of 
South Kensington and slow progress through the yards 
X44 drew in to platform | at 11.09 am. The delay was due 
to having to cross to the Down line at Castlemaine due to 
resleepering on the Up line, crossing again to the Up line at 
Elphinstone. Permanent way works have been the reason 
for late arrivals in Melbourne on all Up trips so far made 
by the writer. An interesting aspect of some trips has been 
the time taken between Swan Hill and Kerang, this has 
varied from arriving at Kerang two early to one late, 
however on each occasion arrival at Bendigo has been on 
time. 

On the Down trip arrivals at Bendigo have been as much 
as three minutes early, none I have experienced have been 
late despite the fact that some hold up has been 
experienced before Sunbury while 8041 cleared the line, on 
one occasion the train was flagged down at this station and 
some message passed to the crew. All departures from 
Bendigo have been on time but on every trip some six 
minutes are lost between Eaglehawk and Dingee. Up trains 
are allowed thirty minutes for this section against twenty 
four for Down trains. It is obvious that the schedule cannot 
be maintained. On each trip it has taken longer than the 
scheduled time to unload the volume of parcel traffic at 
Kerang, arrivals at Swan Hill have always been from nine 
to twelve late. It is believed in Swan Hill railway circles that 
next October will see a slight change to the timetable for 
the Down service which will give a slightly earlier arrival at 
Bendigo and corresponding earlier departure from that sta- 
tion with the arrival time at Swan Hill extended five 
minutes to 10.20 pm. 

At 9.30 pm each evening radio station 3SH is advised of 
the expected time of arrival of 8043 in Swan Hill, this 
information is then broadcast for the convenience of peo- 
ple who have to meet passengers, this service is appreci- 
ated, and was instigated by VicRail staff at Swan Hill. 

All trips made by the writer have been behind X class 
engines and it is strange that the same engines seem to be 
used. X35, 41, 43 and 44 are the only engines I have so far 
travelled behind on the new service, B class have been on 
the service and other X class engines, but there seems to 
be occasions when the same engines appear regularly. I 
recall having to use the Up Sunday service on a number of 
occasions in 1979 and on each trip the engine was X44. 

Orr-all-of my trips so far the normal consist (BE, BZ, 
MBS, AZ and CE) has been available except the substitu- 
tion of the SA cafeteria car on one Down trip (this must 
have been a sudden switch as the pies were not warm until 
Castlemaine). District public reaction to the new service 
has been favourable although some elderly people find the 
early departure time from Swan Hill (6.40 am) rather early. 
Some, including the writer prefer Taggerty to the mini 
buffets, it is felt that a more suitable evening meal was 
available on the old service, although it is convenient to 
have a refreshment service for the whole trip rather than 
the section Melbourne to Bendigo. 

It is believed also in Swan Hill that refurbished Z cars 
will be used on the service rather than N cars and this sug- 
gestion seems to meet with approval. There have been sug- 
gestions that, with these cars retaining the 48 volt power 
for airconditioning, that arrangements be made to feed 
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power into the cars overnight to maintain the aircondition- 
ing. It is understood that a.c. input sockets are available on 
the cars to do this. In an earlier news item it was suggested 
that the lack of blinds on the N cars was of concern when 
these cars were first seen in Swan Hill. (On a trip in June 
the conductor drew all the blinds as the train approached 

Swan Hill explaining that it would help the airconditioning 

on the following morning.) (AF) 

Echuca events: 

Mon.19.7: Late evening sightings were Y173 and Y148 
stabled in yard. 

Wed.21.7: T384 in yard at 12 30. Y135, Y148 at 16 15. T328 
noted in yard at 1715. GY wagons being loaded at the 
local silos. 

Thurs.22.7: At 1615 Y173 and Y135 noted. 

Fri.23.7: Y153, Y173 and T362 in yard at 1715. 

Mon.26.7: At 1700 Y135 and Y153 stabled. 

Tues.27.7: Y153, Y173 in yard at 1615. At 1715, Y148 
arrived on a Down goods with 30 GY wagons and ZF 
van. 

Wed.28.7: Y135 acting as pilot loco, Y173 arrived with an 
Up goods at 15 55. 

Thurs.29.7: Y135, Y153, Y148 and a T class in the yard at 
17 40. 

Fri.30.7: Y135 and Y153 in yard at 1615. 

Sat.31.7: A return working ran to Wakool.Left Echuca at 
03 00, returned at 06 30 with 30 GYs, 9 GHs and ZLP 
van hauled by Y148. (FS) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


VicRail bus service hearing: A public hearing was held on 
August 3, to consider two applications to operate a bus ser- 
vice between Echuca and Murchison East. The Transport 
Regulation Board hearing was held at Echuca city offices 
starting at 9.30 am. L C Dyson’s Bus Services Pty Ltd, of 
Reservoir, and GG, LH, FC and MJ Harrison, of Echuca, 
have both applied to operate the service. Both are seeking 
a licence from the TRB to operate a 45-seat bus between 
the two centres. Both applications are similar and each 
company has objected to the application of the other. (FS) 


Rail fuel depot at Tocumwal: There seems to be a move 
towards getting most motor fuel on to rail transport. We 
have seen the opening of a new Total depot at Shepparton 
recently and now Mobil are getting in on the act and have 
announced that a new rail served fuel depot will be open at 
Tocumwal soon. The company proposes that the depot will 
oe all surrounding towns to as far as field as Gundagai. 
FS 


VicRail road coach to Seymour: On Sat.17.7 a reader tra- 
velled from Echuca to Seymour and return on the VicRail 
contract road coach. The following is an account of his trip. 
Loco Y153 was seen in the yard at Echuca when the bus 
arrived. Six passengers were on the bus when it left Echuca 
at 6.15 am on a cold foggy and frosty morning. The bus 
heating system was working overtime to keep the interior 
even moderately warm. Tallies were, 2 on at Tongala, | at 
Kyabram, | at Tatura. The usual stop to pick up the morn- 
ing paper for passengers was not made, presumably 
because of a different driver. All bus passengers travelled 
economy class — no sense getting first class for half a 
journey. The cars on the Up passenger train were really 
warm and most comfortable, however the passengers who 
travelled in the older wooden bodied S58BE must have 
almost froze. B class, 66 was the motive power. At 
Seymour the local morning passenger return trip was oper- 
ated by 59RM. Railmotor trailers, 30MT and 34MT were 
noted in Seymour yard. The morning Albury train was 
hauled by an X class and left Seymour at 9.12 am. The Up 
Albury ‘train was hauled by S312 and X44. The Down 
Shepparton pass. was hauled by B60 (Sir Harold Clapp) 
with N cars which were a welcome relief from the cold day. 
At Murchison East, 7 people boarded the Echuca bus, 3 on 
at Tatura, | off at Kyabram, 2 on and 1 off at Tongala. 
Seymour to Echuca tickets still show 2nd class. No new 
fangled economy business for an old railway town like 
Seymour! One aspect of the this new road service is the 
lack of a fire in the waiting room at Murchison East. In the 
good old DERM days of Toolamba, there was always a 
roaring log fire in the waiting room for passengers to enjoy. 
Nowadays people aclimatise themselves by waiting in the 
bus. (FS) 


$317 and T355 race through Seymour on a Down standard gauge goods as broad gauge F215 goes about its 
shunting, Cup Day, 3.11.81. In early August, F215 departed for Geelong light engine. A trip of one hundred and 
ten miles, run at a maximum of 20 mph, not a bad effort for the ageing veteran. (Greg King) 


NEWSRAIL 


Wangaratta passenger sightings: On Sat.26.6 Nos 8305/ 
8332 Albury pass. consisted of B66-1BG-31AW-Taggerty- 
12AS-1BCE-VLPY 135. 

Other consists noted during July, were: 53BES-2BZ- 
1MBS-3AZ-9CW on 8321 pass. 6.7, and on Nos. 8311 and 
8334 pass. 23.7; X36-53BES-2BZ-1MBS-3AZ-9CW- 
VLPY?142 on 8305 pass. on 17.7.(DMG) 


Stray vans: |JCP first noted at Wangaratta on 31.5 on Up 
goods Wangaratta - Benalla. |JCP was subsequently used 
on a number of goods trains between Benalla - Wangaratta 
- Wahgunyah and return to Wangaratta and the 
Wangaratta - Benalla local of an evening. 1JCP last noted 
on Up goods Wangaratta - Benalla on 18.6. Van 7JCP was 
noted in the Benalla yard on Sun.25.7. (DMG) 


Tocumwal standard gauge in the news again: Access by 
the grain growing regions of northern Victoria and 
southern NSW to the alternate ports of Sydney, 
Melbourne and Geelong could be provided by standardisa- 
tion of the Tocumwal - Mangalore rail link. This is the 
view of the Tocumwal - Managalore Railway League out- 
lined in a submission to the Federal Minister for 
Transport, Mr Hunt. The league has also invited the Vic- 
torian Minister of Transport, Mr Crabb, to visit Sheppar- 
ton and hear the league’s case first-hand. Apart from link- 
ing additional ports for grain, the Tocumwal - Mangalore 
line would provide additional facilities for the transport of 
primary produce and manufactured goods to and from 
cities; it would have a defence significance, and be a possi- 
ble connecting line to the national standard rail grid. 

Compared with the suggested building of a third deep- 
water port in NSW, the proposed Tocumwal - Mangalore 
rail link would cost less, and would provide more 
decentralisation benefits than would a port. The league’s 
submission to the Federal Government stated the standar- 
disation of the Tocumwal - Mangalore link, together with 
the conversion of one of the two broad gauge tracks bet- 
ween Mangalore and Melbourne, would provide a double, 
standard gauge track between Seymour and Melbourne. 
Extension of the standard gauge to Geelong would give 
had grain growers another sea-board grain terminal. 

WT 

Special Matissa recorder trips: Special track recording 
trips were scheduled to be made by VicRails track recorder 
car No.2 between Mon.12.7 and Fri.16.7. The car departed 
from Newport at 9.00 am on Monday and recorded track 
geometry from Craigieburn to Euroa. On Tues. it recorded 
to Yarrawonga where it stabled for the night. On Wed. it 
travelled to Oaklands recording track conditions. It 
returned to Benalla the same day and then recorded to 
Wangaratta. On Thurs. it recorded to Wodonga on the 
River Murray bridge. It reversed at Albury and ran to 
Mangalore and then stabled at Murchison East. (SC) 
Dynomometer test car: The jointly owned AN and VicRail 
car was the leading vehicle on the 7.54 am Down Albury 
train on the 20th, 21st and 22nd of July. The car returned 
attached as the trailing vehicle on the 12.30 pm Up Albury 
pass. The car is being used to test radio frequencies in anti- 
cipation of fitting radios to northern eastern trains. 

On Sat.24.7 a T class hauled the car on a special trip from 
Melbourne to Wallan via Essendon. It then returned to 
Sunshine via Albion, then back to Broadmeadows where it 
returned to Spencer St via Essendon at 1415. (BW) 
Special livestock train: A special block livestock train was 
timed to run from Wahgunyah at 16 00 on Thurs.22.7. The 
train was scheduled to convey 565 tonnes ex Wahgunyah, 
attach further vehicles at Benalla, 13 more from Long- 
wood, pick up a Y class banker at Seymour and attach an 
additional 4 vans at Kilmore East. The train then ran as an 
express goods to Adelaide running via Geelong. (SC) 
Rutherglen Red: The popular Rutherglen Red ran on 
Sat.24.7 with a consist of BCPL11 (dance car), 3AW, CW 
and hauled by a B class. The train runs to Chiltern where 
the passengers are transferred for the bus trip to 
Rutherglen. The train then runs empty cars to Wodonga 
and leaves there on Sunday afternoon to pick up the 
returning passengers at Chiltern. (JK) 
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A pleasant Sunday morning: A reader has supplied a list 
of sightings of standard gauge trains on two consecutive 
Sunday mornings near Broadmeadows: 
18.7: T407 light engine on the Down. 
GM35 on the Up Spirit of Progress. This train had the 
usual Southern Aurora dining car. The last car before the 
van was the usual Spirit of Progress buffet. 
X54 with a Down pass. composed of the Daylight consist. 
This train was probably a special tour train operated by 
VicRail which usually use the normally idle Daylighi cars. 
X47 on a Up goods. 
25.7: GM33 on the Up Spirit of Progress. 
X47 with an Up goods. 
C504 with a Up goods, with only 5 vehicles 
X45 on an Up goods. 
T407 Down light engine. 
On the broad gauge the Down Albury train went past with 
B74, X34, X37. The Up Albury train was hauled by 
S305. (GF) 


Standard gauge freight with NSW loco: On Tues.10.8 an 
Up standard gauge freight was sighted at Seymour loop 
with an interesting loco combination of C504 and NSW 
loco 42201. The train was not particularly long but looked 
colourful speeding past. (SL) 


ORBOST & YARRAM LINES 


Comeng train: New Comeng cars, 335M, 16T, 336M rana 
special manufacturer’s test trip from Comeng siding at 
Dandenong to Pakenham on Wed.14.7. The train was 
timed to leave Dandenong at 11.32 am, arrive Pakenham 
at 11.56 and then return to Dandenong and then run 
express to Melbourne arriving Flinders St at 1.30 pm. (SC) 


School excursion to Bairnsdale: On Mon.19.7 the Gipps- 
lander had an additional carriage set attached, lettered as 
cars, E, F, G. The cars were attached to the Up 6.45 
Geelong train at Spencer St, which train forms the Down 
Gippslander, to convey 119 students from the Balwyn Prim- 
ary school who were travelling to a school camp at 
Bairnsdale. The students returned on Fri.23.7 when the 
same procedure was adopted. The additional car set was in 
both cases a AW, 2BW. (SC) 


Governor to Warragul: On Fri.23.7 the State car, No.5, 
and Goulburn were attached to the 1345 Down Warragul 
train. The cars were returned to Melbourne attached to the 
8.49 am Up Warragul train on Sat.24.7. 


Ballast train to Lang Lang: On Tues.20.7 a special ballast 
train was scheduled to run from Melbourne to Lang Lang 
discharging ballast near Monomeith on the Up side of 
Lang Lang. The train required complete occupation from 
11 10 to 1445. The train consisted of eight VHWA ballast 
wagons with two brakevans. Loaded VHWA wagons are 
restricted 45 km/h. (CB) 


Train of Knowledge: The Werribee Technical School 
organised a special train to run to Bairnsdale on Mon.26.7. 
The school train, better known as the Train of Knowledge, 
ran to-Bairnsdale and stabled there for two days whilst stu- 
dents visited local educational sights. On Thurs.29.7 the 
train returned to Moe where it stabled for one night and 
picked up the students at the Moe Folk Museum platform 
on Friday morning. the load ex Spencer St was Melville, 
Avoca, 43BPL, sleepers, 8, 7, 5, Carey, and sleeper No.6. 
The students occupied the train each night. (IS) 


Excursion to Nowa Nowa: Two AW cars were attached to 
the 8.40 am Bairnsdale to Orbost goods on Tues.27.7 to 
cater for a special excursion to Nowa Nowa by the 
Bairnsdale West Primary School. The cars were changed 
over to the Up 9.25 am Orbost goods, giving the students 
an enjoyable day out in a ‘mixed’ train. (SC) 
Gippslander consist: The Gippslander was noted at 
Bairnsdale on Wed.28.7 with the make up: Loco T401, with 
new orange cars, 21BN, 20BRN, 19ACN and two VBPY 
vans. The train arrived 25 minutes late but departed on 
time. (GC) 
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Rollingstock 


GENERAL 

Black ‘tC’? vans: A union black ban on C vans was 
scheduled to be enforced from midnight 7.6.82. Reasons 
for the ban included cold draughty conditions and lack of 
vestibule access from the vans to the rest of the carriages. 
(POT) 

‘‘PL”’ personalities scrapped: Beginning in 1918 the VR 
built a fleet of approximately 140 ‘‘PL”’ centre aisle saloon 
type country excursion carriages based on the design of 
Tait suburban rollingstock then being constructed for 
electrification of the Melbourne metropolitan rail system. 
In 1961 there were 137 ‘‘PL” cars comprising 50 APL (first 
class), 86 BPL (2nd class) and 1 BCPL (Car-van). Later 
the APLs were reclassed as BPLs to become all economy 
class and a considerable number were converted to BCPL 
car-vans to obviate the need to haul empty separate con- 
ventional guard’s vans behind country passenger trains and 
railmotors. The light weight ‘‘PLs’’ of 30 tons, seated up to 
82 passengers and were originally intended to replace 
fixed, 6 wheel and bogie non-corridor compartment ‘‘dog- 
box’? stock on popular short distance country duties. 
However, as the demand for rail passenger transport 
increased without new rollingstock the ‘“‘PLs’’ intended 
destinations of Healesville, Warburton, Mornington, 
Queenscliff, Daylesford, Lancefield, etc. extended to such 
faraway places as Adelaide, Port Pirie, Mildura, Albury 
and Yarram. An early conversion of one of the ‘‘PLs’’ was 
to a MT motor trailer for use behind Diesel Electric 
Railmotors. It subsequently became No.IBCPL car-van. 
The VRs need to have to scrounge for bits-n-pieces to 
maintain and even provide new rollingstock is not new. 
When steam swing-door carriages were being converted 
for use as electric motor coaches after World War | their 
underframes were deemed to be too filmsy to withstand 
the rigors of multiple unit suburban traffic. The ‘‘Doggies”’ 
received new frames. The old frames were extended from 
45 foot to lengths varying from 59'11'2" to 61'8” and 
utilised under the ‘‘PLs’’. A comparison as to the strength 
of these modified frames is that the maximum load behind 
a ‘‘PL”’ is 360 tons while ‘‘U’’, ‘“‘W”’ and ‘‘E”’ stock is 900 
tons. When used for short distance, lightly loaded excur- 
sion trains the ‘‘PLs’’ did the job they were designed to do. 
However, with the advent of dieselisation and conversion 
from screw to auto couplers and walk thru vestibules in the 
late 1950s extra strain on the old frames began to become 
evident. Some of the cars became hunch-backed and were 
nicknamed the Banana Benders. The decision by the VR to 
convert many of them to BCPL car-vans hastened their 
doom. Now marshalled at the outer ends of trains, 
generally next to the locomotive in one direction of the 
journey with the heavy weight of the other vehicles drag- 
ging along behind, the frame failures increased considera- 
bly. In some cases it only took a bit of vigorous shunting to 
bend the frames, generally towards the ends which had 
been extensions to the original frame. The first‘‘PLs’’ were 
built with outward swing-doors. Some later versions 
received sliding doors similar to Tait suburban cars. These 
were said to have been draughty so swing-doors were 
preferred on country services. A number of accidents 
involving passengers falling from swing-door ‘‘PLs’ meant 
all of these cars being withdrawn from traffic about 2 years 
ago. Some of these had just emerged from major overhauls 
and were in good condition but never permitted to run 
again. About 40 have been scrapped. Three notable ‘‘PLs”’ 


scrapped included 110BPL which was used on the Train of 


Knowledge as a mobile classroom. Class leader, 1BPL and 
4BPL were crushed to sawdust by a bulldozer on 16.6.82 at 
Newport workshops. 4BPL had been known as the Resi- 
dent BPL at Echuca and later Yarrawonga where, due to a 
shortage of railmotor trailers it was hauled by DERMs 
even though it did not have a guards compartment. 

During World War 2 a number of ‘‘PLs’’ were converted 
for use on a Hospital Train painted white with large red 
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crosses on each vehicle. Interior seating was removed and 
replaced with stretcher accommodation for the transport of 
wounded servicemen and women. In 1951 ‘‘PLs’’ were 
similarly gutted to make up an 11 car Centenary - Jubilee 
Train which steamed 6,000 miles in Victoria visiting 168 
stations before touring the South Australian broad gauge. 
The special exhibition train and locomotive N430 were 
painted an attractive green and gold. Today, the once vast 
fleet of ‘‘PLs’’ has dwindled to only 17 which are used on 
Bacchus Marsh and Werribee commuter traffic. (POT) 


New BS car: The new IBS (nee 11AS) arrived from 
Ballarat on 1.7.82 per the 8.00 am Up pass., and was placed 
in the carriage sidings for VR inspection. The refurbishing 
is along the same general lines as 1BZ, reported earlier, 
with the exception that the original timber has been 
retained; the few replacement panels have been matched 
as closely as possible with timber-finish laminex. The 
original timber has been sanded right down and coated 
with a clear satin-finish lacquer. The interior is fully car- 
peted and the seats have been re-upholstered with match- 
ing cloth. The carpet, timber interior, and incandescent 
lights and seat indicators in the corridor impart a most 
warm and inviting atmosphere. The BS cars will now be 
more luxurious than the sitters on the Spirit, Daylight and 
Overland expresses. Messieurs will be pleased to learn that, 
although they have again gallantly surrendered their separ- 
ate washroom for conversion to conductors’ supply cup- 
boards and waste boxes, /e petit cubicle is more ample than 
the one in Z cars, and injuries sustained during execution 
of les performances should be a rarity. (YD) 


BRN car staff compartment: BRN catering staff have 
requested a staff compartment on BRN cars. They propose 
a small compartment between the end of the car and the 
buffet section, opening into the area behind the counter, 
and containing a compartment-width seat, handbasin and 
locker. The VR object, as this involves shifting the buffet 
section with all its plumbing and wiring and sacrificing 10 
seats, and propose a Seat in the guard’s compartment. The 
matter is, so far, confined to BRN cars — the BRS layout 
has not been discussed. Presumably, if the catering: staff 
win, a compartment on the BRS will be rebuilt into a staff 
retreat. No further details available. (II) 


D3 steam test: A D3 whistle with steam produced from a 
D3 boiler was heard in Victoria for the first time in 9 years 
on Sat.10.7 at Ballarat. The welcome sound hailed progress 
by the Ballarat Branch of Steamrail which has undertaken 
the complete restoration of Vintage Engine, 4-6-0 D3 639 
built in 1903. Since the locomotive was towed to Ballarat 
on 23.8.81 it has been completely dismantled including 
removal of the old boiler which had been installed in 1958 
when the D3 was overhauled to become the Commis- 
sioners’ Engine. The 39 year-old new boiler has been 
thoroughly inspected and fitted with new studs. It under- 
went a hydraulic test of 220 lbs per square inch rated at 12 
times the normal steam working pressure, a Department of 
Labour & Industry procedure. The new boiler minus fun- 
nel, smoke box and ashpan and sitting on the ground 
showed promising signs of being a good steamer. After 
being lit up at 10.45 am and stoked with a wood fire the 
safety valves were letting off steam by 2.30 pm, when jubi- 
lant smiles broke out on the faces of dedicated local volun- 
teers who had worked with dedication to achieve this 
milestone in the restoration project without major prob- 
lems. The whistling which could be heard back at the fire 
damaged Ballarat station generated several enquiries as to 
“Is there a special steam train today!’’ Restoration of the 
mechanical components which are scattered around 
various parts of Ballarat is proceeding. The old driving 
wheels which had worn down to the condemned stage are 
being replaced by a reconditioned set. The centre pair of 
replacement driving wheels have been sent to Thompson’s 


NEWSRAIL 


Above: VicRail has adopted tangerine for its passenger 
locos, NSW has recently repainted Alco 44100 in this very 
striking new colour scheme. As well as black and white there 
are splashes of pink, orange, yellow and red. With more locos 
CW CO our to appear the same way soon, including the new 81 class, 


they will certainly brighten up the countryside. (Leon Oberg) 
scher i eS Below: L1150 is the latest local loco to receive a coat of 
tangerine, similar to the Westrail colour. Here we see it 
outside the Bendigo North Workshops on Sun.25.7.82, as 

B82 on a promotional train rolls by. (J O’Mera) 
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Foundry, Castlemaine for modification of the axle from 
outside to inside steam emission. Some D1, D2 and D3 
class had either inside or outside steam emission. 
Thompson’s has had plenty of past experience in locomo- 
tive work — forty VR locos were built at their foundry bet- 
ween 1914-16, including the D class variants. The success- 
ful boiler steam test was an historic occasion in more ways 
than one — even the sun was shining at Ballarat — a rare 
event in the City at any time! A total of 110 ‘‘Help put a 
Pound (or More) of Steam Back into Six-Thirty-Nine”’ 
commemorative certificates have been sold to assist 
finance the project which is expected to be completed by 
the start of the 1983 Victorian Steam Season. (POT) 


Newport scrappings: The following vehicles were 
observed at Newport during late April and May. Whilst the 
sightings may now appear to be a little ‘dated’, it is felt that 
these reports should be recorded for interest and historical 
reasons. The method of scrapping is an interesting one. 
Firstly the vehicles are released from the bogies, tipped on 
their side by a bulldozer, body then smashed to pieces by 
the bulldozer which leaves the frame intact for scrap. The 
cars’ remains have been pushed into a huge pile apparently 
to be used as landfill on site. Underframes mostly stacked 
in piles awaiting cutting up. Most vehicles sighted were 
mainly complete with windows, lights, seats and doors. 

Sighted 26-30.4.82: 6ABE, 26, 52, ABU, 2BCPL, 3, 19, 
BU, 1BU (underframe upside down with bogies still 
attached) 216D, 15, 36G, 280, 400, 405, 417M. Also 
38ABU, 36BW disappeared probably removed by road 
transport. 

Sighted week 3-7.5.82: 326, 389T, 438, 493M, 20, 21, 24, 
50, 94, 106,116BPL, 13, 17, 19, 20BCPL. 14CE, 15BPL 
removed by road, also S8BPL possibly removed by road 
too. 

Sighted week 10-14.5.82: 5, 8, 24 BCPL23, 110BPL. Also 
8, 10, 12, 20,21CE have bogies removed and placed on 
ground for sale. 

Sighted week 24-28.5.82: S7BPL, with 2 CE vans removed 
by road. 13, 20BU scrapped. as at 31.5 vehicles remain- 
ing at Newport marked as ‘hold’ are 7, 4, 31BPL and 
21BCPL, vehicles marked scrap, then removed to 
Spotswood reclamation depot and returned green carded 
for possible storage are: 104BPL, 3BCPL, 19BPL, 
10BPL, 30BPL, 90BPL. Marked for scrap, are: 14BW, 
117BPL (derailed), 28BCPL, 22BW, 17BPL, 120BPL, 
125BPL, 12BPL, 23BW, 484M. 

Not marked for disposal are: 7ABU, 14BCPL, 103BPL, 
1O0SBPL, IBPL, 126BPL, 67BPL, 32CE, 2CW, 3CV, 
1AW, 2AW, I19BW. 

On ground are: 8, 21, 10CE. 

Others are: 57RM, bare shell approved for scrap. 24RM, 
S8MT, 64MT ex display cars, No.1, 5, 4, and 2, (ex V 
cars). 

Burnt Harris cars: 838T, 631T, 725M, 718M, 874T, 534M. 

Fire damaged silver cars are: 71, 85M, 936T, 969T, some 
of these are for scrap, 1017T with collision damage also 
there. (AN) 


L class goes orange: With the new tangerine and grey liv- 
ery of the new passenger cars and B class diesels, it had to 
happen eventually that the same process would be 
bestowed on an electric L class. Up until now it was 
unknown whether the passenger colours would extend to 
these units which only haul passenger trains as far as Tra- 
ralgon. Now it’s official, L class 1150, the class leader, has 
been repainted to match the new cars. It was seen in its 
new colours at Bendigo during late July It hauled the Gipps- 
lander on many occasions during July and August. (IC) 


Depot sightings: 

Seymour Sat.17.7: W241, Y165, 156, 137, 142, T399, 384, 
F215, 23RT, 42RT, both minus an engine. 

Ararat Sun.18.7: $300, 302, 310, T331, 356, 361, 363, 373, 
380, 397, 402, 412, W263, Y140, 143, 149, 150. 

Ararat Sun.25.7: $306, 309, 313, 315, T331, 369,382, 389, 
393, W263, X41, Y140, 142,141, 144, 149. (PM) 
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Workmens’ sleeper 196W: This sleeper was separated 
from its wheels and loaded onto a very much undersized 
road truck at Stawell on 12.7. Reinforcements in the form 
of a much longer truck were called up the next day to 
remove 196 from the yard and take it to its new private 
owner. 


NSW sightings: The following NSW locos were recently 
sighted on the standard gauge: 

Tues.22.6: 42103, Up light engine. 

Wed.23.6: 42103, Up goods. 

Fri.30.7: 42201 Up goods. 
The following tally of NSW locos have been sighted on the 
standard gauge: 42214, 42203, 42201, 42110, 42109, 42103. 
Can other readers supply any more? (GF) 


J536 at Colac: Members of the Western District Steam 
Railway Society have been scrapping and priming J536 in 
preparation for repainting. Assistance has been obtained 
from Dulux Paints and Colac City Council. J536 is one of 
thirty oil burning J class locomotives which were delivered 
to the Victorian Railways in 1954 from the Vulcan Foundry 
in England. A further thirty J class locomotives were 
delivered to burn coal. The J class locomotives were the 
last steam locomotives to be delivered to the Victorian 
Railways. The J class were a development of the earlier K 
class with the high pitched boiler being designed for easy 
conversion in the event that a decision was taken to con- 
vert the Victorian system to standard gauge. Some engine- 
men felt that the higher boiler made the J class rather 
more unstable than should have been permissable when 
running at the maximum speed of 50 mph. 


A number of the class are still in existence including 507, 
512, 515, 516, 524, 539, 541, 549, 550 and 556. J536 was 
built in 1953 with BN6082. It arrived on the Jrish Hayel 
which docked in Melbourne on 20.7.54 and entered service 
on 29.8.54, when it was allocated to North Melbourne. The 
locomotive was allocated to Traralgon on 19.11.54 and to 
Ballarat on 10.10.65. A major overhaul including a re-tube 
was carried out between May and September 1963 at 
Ballarat North workshops. The locomotive spent some 
time stored at Maryborough, Newport and Geelong before 
being transferred to its present resting place on 23.7.72 via 
a temporary track from the turntable and a tow from a 
bulldozer. Re-painting of the J class has attracted much 
local attention, including a film report on BTV6. (WDSRS) 


Another GM arrives: In early August another Australian 
National GM unit arrived at Dynon to help its two sister 
locos operate on the standard gauge between Dynon and 
Albury. This loco, GM30, brings the total of GM units to 
3, the same number that were hired to VicRail some years 
ago. Following the Spirit of Progress collision, $317 is out of 
running and the additional loco will no doubt be most 
aia to assist on the important Sydney trunk route. 
(BE 
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Works 


GENERAL 


Diggers Rest crossing: Work is proceeding on replacing 
the hand gates at the Calder Hwy crossing at Diggers Rest. 
The crossing gates have long been an obstacle to motor 
vehicle traffic using the busy Calder Hwy and their replace- 
ment should speed up road traffic and generally assist rail 
traffic also. (JK) 


More boom barriers: On Sun.18.7, it was noticed that work 
has commenced on the installation of boom barriers at the 
Forest St Wendouree level-crossing. This will replace the 
hand operated gates here. These gates are believed to be 
the last hand operated gates on the western line. (RW) 


Flashing lights at Yendon: It was observed on Sat.24.7, 
that flashing light signals were being installed at the level- 
crossing at Yendon on the Geelong - Ballarat line. New 
posts have been erected, one either side of the crossing 
and some cable had also been laid. (RW) 


New Bandiana sidings: In a move that is receiving the 
backing of the local residents and the City Council, VicRail 
are well on the way to finally removing the livestock yards 
which have been an eyesore in the main City area of 
Wodonga for many years. The new yards will be relocated 
at Bandiana and will be served by both standard gauge and 
broad gauge tracks. Also there will be a container terminal 
to serve the expanding Albury - Wodonga industry. 
Already the tracks have been positioned into the new area 
and plant trains are regularly operated.(FS) 


Glenorchy loop: This new loop on the Serviceton line and 
part of VicRail’s upgrading program to incorporate CTC 
signalling has now received ballast sledding and is awaiting 
final lifting and aligning. A solid brick relay room which 
will incorporate a diesel generator to be used in the event 
of a power failure has been half complete as at the end of 
July (probably complete by the time you read this). (PM) 


Works west of Ararat: The Horsham pass. on Sundays is 
quite regularly terminated at Ararat to allow track works to 
take place further west in connection with CTC work. Two 
recent occurences were Sun.18.7 when the locos were B85 
and B64, the other was on Sun.25.7. (PM) 


Pimpinio loop: On Sun.25.7 new signalling arrangements 
were introduced between Pimpinio and Wail. A new power 
operated crossing loop named Pimpinio Loop was provided 
between marker posts 216 and 217. The electric staff sec- 
tions, Horsham - Pimpinio and Pimpinio - Dimboola were 
abolished and replaced in lieu by the train staff and ticket 
sections, Horsham - Pimpinio Loop and Pimpinio Loop - 
Dimboola. The control panel for Pimpinio Loop was 
located at the Down end of the loop. At the existing Pim- 
pinio station, the points were spiked normal and the signals 
removed. Pimpinio a former electric staff station was 
abolished and Pimpinio Loop becomes a permanent staff 
station and must be manned for all trains. (WN) 


Members of the Echuca - Moama Search and Rescue Squad at work in the Murray River removing relics of the 


past. Story p.209. (Moama Echuca Free Press) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


GENERAL 


Problems for the Hurstbridge line: On Fri.4.6, the morn- 
ing service beyond Greensborough was badly disrupted 
apparently due to a points failure at Greensborough. The 
7.41 am Up Diamond Creek (usually departs Eltham 7.48 
am) was delayed waiting to cross the 6.45 am Down 
Hurtsbridge (arrives Eltham at 7.42 am) which eventually 
arrived at 8.06 am. Prior to its arrival, the 7.44 am Up 
Hurtsbridge service (departs Eltham 8.00 am) arrived at 
Eltham and all passengers were asked to detrain and board 
the 7.41 am Up service. The usual 7.44 am Up train was set 
back empty cars to clear the platform for the 6.56 am 
Down arrival. The 7.41 am Up train finally departed at 8.08 
am and ran to Greensborough where there was a short 
stop at the Up distant signal followed by ‘tripping’ the 
automatic home and started signal. The rest of the trip was 
fairly routine except the train did not stop at Ivanhoe, 
therefore one can conclude that this train had been 
transported to run as the 7.44 am Up service. An 
unscheduled stop was made at Westgarth to cross a Down 
train off the single track Merri Creek bridge. Arrival at 
Flinders St, platform 14 (usually 15 or 16) was relief to 
most people and the train was still very late and riding a 
Tait train in temperatures of about 2 degrees is not really 
that enjoyable. To make matters worse almost an identical 
turn of events happened the following morning, when a 
another set of points failed at Greensborough. Trains 
varied from 15 to 20 minutes late. This time the late run- 
ning of the 7.44 am Up Hurtsbridge was a little more 
tolerable as the service was run by a nice and warm silver 
set. (PS) 


Horsham pass. delayed: Whilst running the 1415 Up 
Horsham pass. on Fri.18.6, B69 became totally disabled at 
Trawalla. The loco was replaced here by C505 which was 
conveniently waiting in the loop with a freight. Locos C510 
and S300 were sent from Ararat to pick up the freight train 
and loco C505 continued on to Ballarat with the passenger 
train. The Horsham train arrived Ballarat about one hour 
late where the C class was replaced with B66 and even- 
tually arrived at Spencer St 71 minutes late. The C class 
loco now at Ballarat was used to haul the 1800 Up pass. 
which was further delayed due to the lower maximum per- 
missable speed of the loco. The cars off the Up Ballarat 
pass. form the 2040 Albury train (Fri. only) and some 
smart work at Spencer St saw the Albury train get away 
only 14 minutes late. (JK) 


Traralgon pass. delayed: On Fri.18.6, L1160 whilst hauling 
the 07 00 Up Traralgon pass. became totally defective bet- 
ween Dandenong and Springvale. The only available loco 
for relief was Y124 which was the Dandenong yard pilot 
and it pushed the train to Springvale where passengers 
were transferred to a special made up suburban train to 
complete their journey to Spencer St. (BE) 


St Kilda and Port Melbourne line delays: Services on 
these lines were disrupted in the morning peak period on 
Wed.30.6 when a semi-trailer conveying a container 
became jammed under the Riverside Ave rail bridge. The 
accident must have caused some damage to the bridge as 
services on the Port line were cancelled from about 9.00 
am to 11.30 am when trains resumed running using the 
Down line only. The St Kilda line was a little better off and 
although some trains were cancelled normal working 
resumed at 10.00 am. (RB) 


Broken rail at Jolimont: Shortly after noon on Tues.29.6, 
a broken rail was discovered inside the tunnel at Jolimont 
which caused major disruptions to trains running on the 
Epping and Hurstbridge lines. The 12 23 Epping train was 
terminated and passengers detrained before it left Princes 
Bridge. A bus shuttle service operated between Flinders St 
and Clifton Hill. A replacement rail was inserted and near 
normal services resumed at about 1600. (BB) 
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Weed train derailed: The weed spraying train, known as 
the ‘Weedex’, whilst running a special spraying trip from 
Murtoa to Patchewollock was derailed beyond Hopetoun 
on Wed.30.6 when the spraying van and two tank wagons 
came off the track. The loco, T391 hauled the remainder of 
the train into Patchewollock. (MH) 


Cement train off rails: On Thurs.1.7 at about 18 30 the Up 
Waurn Ponds cement train hauled by X39 and T393 with a 
load of 32 bogie bulk hopper wagons was derailed not far 
out of Winchelsea. The following vehicles were derailed 
CJ51, VHCA39, CJ55, CJ48, VHCA64, CJ58, CJ24 and 
van CAI. The track was extensively damaged for about 
one mile as apparently one wagon had derailed and had 
been dragged for some time before pulling the rest of the 
vehicles off the track. The first portion of the train was 
taken to South Geelong. As a result the 1730 Up War- 
rtnambool pass. terminated at Winchelsea and returned as 
the 1800 Warrnambool pass. after connecting with two 
buses from Geelong. Passengers from Warrnambool were 
conveyed to Geelong by bus and continued their journey 
on the 21 00 Up pass. Rerailing and track repairs was a big 
job and took until the following Saturday. (IT) 


Box Hill crossing accident: Peak hour trains were delayed 
on the Lilydale and Belgrave lines on the evening on 
Thurs.1.7 when the 16 45 Down Blackburn Harris train hit 
acar at the Middleborough Rd level-crossing at Laburnam. 
The train was delayed for over an hour while the occupant 
of the car was rescued. As a result, the 16 50 Up Belgrave 
and the 1708 Up Lilydale terminated at Blackburn and 
connected with 25 hired buses which took stranded 
passengers to Blackburn. (TL) 


Goods train on fire at Moe: The 2010 Down Sale goods 
caught fire at Moe on Wed.14.7 when chemicals and bot- 
tles of chlorine gas exploded in VLCX56 and VOCX381. 
The train was hauled by L1158. Loco T385 was sent from 
Traralgon to assist when the electrical overhead wiring was 
turned off. The fire was distinguished by the Moe Fire Bri- 
gate but extensive damage was caused to contents of the 
two wagons. The train was delayed at Moe for over 3 hours 
while the fire damaged wagons were shunted off. A follow- 
ing Traralgon goods was delayed about an hour. Some fire 
damage was done to signal and communciation wiring at 
Moe but overhead wiring was left intact. (DMcN) 


New BN car on fire: On the morning of Fri.2.7 new orange 
country car, 2BN caught fire while it was at the platform at 
Geelong. The fire was fortunately confined to the diesel 
alternator set and burnt out the engine electrical wiring, 
part of the fuel line, damaged the adjacent car wiring 
looms, smoked and generally discoloured the paintwork on 
the side of the car and possibly damaged the starter motor 
as well. It is believed the fire was caused by the diesel fuel 
leaking out of a joint and dripping onto the hot exhaust 
pipe. The plastic fuel pipe is, at one point, above the diesel 
exhaust pipe on cars | to 6. Later cars have the fuel line 
routed away from the exhaust pipe. As a result cars, IBN, 
a 3ACN were towed to Newport Workshops for repair. 
(YD 


Wangaratta yard derailment: On Fri.23.7 during shunting 
operations 24ZLP was derailed (No.1 End bogie) on the 
‘K? crossing of the double compound at the Up end of the 
yard. The van came to rest between the double compound 
and the modified three throw, and was rerailed at 
approx.3.30 pm by the Benalla breakdown crew. 24ZLP 
was noted at Benalla on 25.7 with both red and blue cards 
attached. ‘‘To Benalla account bogie centre pin miss- 
ing.’ (DMG) 


Cold weather causes chaos: Wednesday, 21st July will long 


be remembered by most people as the coldest morning for 
16 years. Melbourne’s city temperature dropped to a low of 
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-0.8°c. However the temperature dropped to a freezing low 
in the country with Ballarat and Ararat recording -7°c. The 
Bendigo line was also hit by cold temperatures with both 
Up Kyneton commuter trains affected. Firstly, the 5.45 am 
Up train hauled by T386 was delayed at Woodend by over 
half an hour with hot engine alarms. Apparently the water 
in the radiator had frozen. After the engine had sufficiently 
cooled the train continued on its way only to become 
totally disabled at Gisborne with the same cause. Three 
buses were used to convey passengers on the rest of their 
journey. The same fate befell the following 6.45 am Up 
Kyneton pass. when a frozen radiator was responsible for 
halting the train at Woodend. Again three buses were used 
to convey passengers to Melbourne. It seems that T classes 
are not too fond of cold weather and T372 hauling the 6.30 
am Up Seymour pass. came to a standstill between 
Tallarook and Broadford when the water froze in radiator 
hoses. The 7.00 am Up Seymour train hauled by T399 
assisted the train until it too was disabled by a hot engine 
alarms. Loco T378 off the Geelong - Seymour goods was 
sent from Tallarook to assist the train to Broadford. Here 
the passengers were transferred to the cars of the 6.30 am 
train and 1378 hauled the train to Melbourne about one 
hour late. Two buses were used to clear passengers from 
Craigieburn and Wallan. The 6.25 am Up Numurkah pass. 
was delayed about 15 minutes following. The Geelong - 
Seymour goods was delayed about 4 hours awaiting a loco 
at Tallarook. 

The suburban area was equally effected by the cold 
weather with frequent reports of defective motors and jam- 
med pantographs. The Belgrave and Frankston lines were 
most troubled with some trains running up to 30 minutes 
late on the Belgrave line. The 7.00 am Aspendale to 
Frankston ‘on’ train was totally disabled near Carrum with 
all motors defective. The 6.22 am Down Frankston train 
pushed the train to Carrum and shunted clear. The 6.22 
train was terminated at Carrum and returned on the 
schedule of the 7.48 am Up Frankston to reduce the affect 
of late running on the line. Following trains were delayed 
by up to 15 minutes. Further delays were aggrevated by 
frozen air pipes in Flinders St yard resulting in air operated 
points at ‘‘A’’, ‘“‘B’’ and ‘‘E”’ box locked in one position. 


Due to trackwork near the 
Frankin St signalbox at 
North Melbourne on a Sun- 
day, the suburban services 
are run via the independent 
goods lines missing 
Spencer St and North Mel- 
bourne. These are covered 
by bus. (Roderick B Smith) 
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Additionally at ‘‘E’ box auto train stop arms failed. In fact 
these problems plus other minor train defects reacted on 
the entire suburban area with only a few trains running to 
anywhere near schedule. (IT) 


Mildura goods derailed: In the early hours of Wed.21.7 a 
Down Mildura goods was derailed whilst leaving Ballarat 
yard. Two VOCX wagons took two roads on departure of 
the train hauled by T380. Rerailing was completed shortly 
after 7.00 am but several trains were delayed as a result. 
The Up Vinelander was held at Ballarat for 40 minutes and 
the two Up Ballarat trains delayed for 15 minutes. A Down 
Serviceton goods was held at Warrenheip for about 5 hours 
and a Up Mildura goods held for 6 hours. (IT) 


Up Jet comes to grief: A long Jet hauled by S312 and T378 
came to grief at Stawell on the first wet day for many 
weeks on Wed.28.7. The load was 44=127. After a stand- 
ing start at 16 35 the train stalled about half way up Scan- 
lons Hill on the outskirts of Stawell. It reversed about a 
kilometre to the outer home signal — quite a task, involv- 
ing crossing 4 level-crossings. It then had another go, 
achieving even less distance than the first attempt. It again 
retreated to the outer home signal causing long delays to 
road traffic for the second time. The train stood there until 
C506 and X50 (both No.1 end leading) arrived on a Down 
Jet at 18 00. Locos, $312, T378 again brought their train 
forward until the van was at the platform. The C and X 
class then detached from their train, coupled to the rear of 
the Up Jet and eventually pushed it to the top of the grade. 
Two hours to cover 3 kilometres! Locos, C506, X50 
promptly returned, reattached themselves to their own 
train and quickly headed west. The Up Jet concerned 
seems to be underpowered regularly. It was noted on 
Tues.27.7 hauled by X49 with a load of equal to 60 vehicles 
and again on Thurs.29.7 X43, T362 with a load equal to 
101 vehicles. (PM) 


Nowa Nowa derailment: On Fri. 30.7 the 9.25 am Up 
Orbost goods was derailed at Nowa Nowa. About 10 four 
wheeled vehicles were derailed and damaged a long length 
of track and also a small wooden bridge. Loco T410 was 
not derailed. (JK) 
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Freight centre to serve Riverland area: The opening of a 
new $2 million freight centre at Loxton in early June has 
facilitated a major rationalisation of rail operations in the 
Riverland area of South Australia. The five main towns of 
this major fruitgrowing region have been served by three 
separate lines, while Renmark, Berri and Barmera on the 
north bank were served by one circuitous route via the 
Paringa bridge at Renmark. The inefficiency of serving the 
relatively light traffic generated by these towns by three 
routes was patently obvious. 

Consequently Loxton was chosen as a central location 
for an intermodal freight depot, it being the shortest rail 
distance from Adelaide. The centre — the first of its kind 
in South Australia — will cater for the receipt and delivery 
of all Riverland freight at one central rail depot with a co- 
ordinated pick up and delivery road service operating bet- 
ween Loxton and other main towns in the area. (RB) 


Adelaide standard gauge gets nearer: Mushrooming from 
paddocks north of Adelaide is a new, modern rail freight 
terminal. Nearby, vast expanses of marshalling yards are 
taking shape, while odd pieces of complicated trackwork 
are appearing at widely scattered locations with increasing 
frequency. The work is all part of an $89 million project 
which, to date, has attracted scarcely any attention: the job 
of bringing a standard gauge railway into the broad gauge 
domain of Adelaide. Despite the lack of publicity, work is 
proceeding apace toward Conversion Day — or ‘“‘C’’ Day 
to AN employees — December 1, 1982. The project entails 
construction of approximately 40km of new standard 
gauge main line and conversion from broad to standard 
gauge of some 160 km of existing main line. The new main 
line sections will be constructed in 53 kg/m rail on pre-cast 
concrete sleepers. The first section of new line — approx- 
imately 12 km — is situated between Crystal Brook and a 
point on the existing line just south of Merriton. 

The existing main line between Salisbury and Merriton, 
with the exception of the Bowmans deviation, will be con- 
verted to standard gauge by moving one rail inwards. AN 
engineers intend to carry out this major conversion work 
over a period of five weeks in late 1982. It will involve 
some carefully planned preparatory works, extension of 
some crossing loops and conversion, either immediately 
prior to or following introduction of standard gauge to sta- 
tion yards to be retained. Nearer to the Adelaide 
metropolitan area, work is well under way on a new stan- 
dard gauge marshalling yard at Dry Creek. The existing 
Dry Creek south yard is being extended to contain a new 
bogie exchange complex, and wagon repair yard for both 
standard and broad gauges. The new freight terminal being 
developed at Islington will contain facilities for piggyback 
loading, steel handling, a gantry crane and public loading 
facilites. It is perhaps, the most visible of the current 
works. (RB) 


New diesel on WA system: The first of Westrail’s new DB 
class narrow gauge locomotives started work recently. The 
first of 13 costing $18.6 million, the new engine was named 
Bunbury, after the State’s major South West city, port and 
regional centre. The WA Minister for Transport, Mr 
Rushton, said that all the locomotives would be named 
after towns and shires that had played important roles in 
the growth of the State’s rail system. He said that rail had 
provided an important link in the development of the Bun- 
bury region. The Minister also said that he was expecting a 
recommendation from the commission of railways con- 
cerning a replacement passenger train for the Perth to Bun- 
bury service. He said he did not want to pre-empt the com- 
missioner’s recommendation, but added that if there was a 
need for a new train, it would be a modern, airconditioned 
service, providing a comfortable journey between the 
State’s capital and its next largest city. (RB) 
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READERS’ QUERIES 


L class: A reader has been keeping track of the L classes 
on the Traralgon line and has been fortunate enough to 
have seen every L class except numbers, 1154, 1159 and 
1166. Can any reader explain where these locos are. Are 
they out of action due to repairs? (PJS) 


Colac operations: A reader would also like to know some- 
thing about train operations at Colac. On 29.7 while travell- 
ing on the 13 25 Up Warrnambool pass., it was placed in 
No.2 road at Colac to cross the 12 55 Down. Upon depar- 
ture, it was surprising to note that as we passed at low 
speed over the Up end points they were being hand held. 
This seemed to me to be an unusual method of dealing 
with passenger trains and my query is this normal practice? 
(TMN) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: The continuous airbrake 
throughout a train was first tested in Victoria on 19th 
December, 1877. A trial run using a B class, five cars and 
two vans ran from Melbourne to Bendigo and return. 


This month’s question: In years gone by, members of 
visiting Royal Families were quite happy to travel the 
countryside by train. When did the first Royal Train run in 
Victoria? 
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A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. 
and public holidays 1 - 5pm 


Mid-week visits by arrangement 
Tel. 89 1053 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on 
the Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 p.m. 
See you there! 
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Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 

DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


@ BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

@ BADGES @ RECORDS 

@® SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


HYLANDS 
BOOKSHOP 


Specialists in Railway and 
Transport Books also... 


AVIATION, SHIPPING, 
MILITARY HISTORY, 
WAR GAMES 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


130 FLINDERS STREET 
MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 


Telephone: 63 4899 


Telephone: 67 2480 


[ FOR SALE 
See aha Ron an N scale NSWGR C-38 non-streamline locomotive kits by 
OSCOW - LONDO 


Sentinel. $99 each post free. P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly St, 
Gisborne 3437. Phone (054) 28 2170 
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A unique way to Europe. | BRANCH LINE - : 
( 1 IIT + 3G a SS een 1 
20 DAYS $3593 | YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY I 
HOBBY CENTRE 
A DAYS $5428 y 498 a bg ie Cie Vic. 3136 
\ I one: a2 1211 | 
Includes: in| CLOSES’ 6 pm MON-THURS. a om FAs pm SAT. I 
@ All meals and accommodation ee 1 
® Return air travel from Melbourne or | TRAIN WORLD 
Sydney i I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. | 
= OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
| I Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 
PLUS FREE EURAILPASS \ | Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
(15 days) | j New and used models. Bankcard welcome. } 
j 9 ee ee 7 
CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE =}; = HOBBYCRAFT | 
34 MAIN STREET, CROYDON I or Model Railways | 
VIC. 3136 | “N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
Phone: (03) 725 8555 | | 1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 | 
| Phone: (03) 80 3241 I 
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THE VICTORIAN DIVISION OF THE 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING 
THE RELEASE OF THEIR NATIONAL 


1983 


RAILWAY 
CALENDAR 


Printed on quality art paper 
in full colour, size 335 mm x 245 mm 


Each month is printed in full colour and all States are represented. It is spiral bound 
and a convenient size, ideal for any wall. All public holidays are included and there is 
space for appointments to be noted. 


Recommended retail price: $4.50. Members: $3.95 — $4.95 posted. 


Features: 


R719 leaving Ararat on “The Peanut”. 

523 crossing Alco 953. 

C17.974 climbing the Little Liverpool Range. 
GM 5 and 21 near Golden Ridge. 

3810 being turned at night. 

Y6 on a log train from Boyer. 


... and many more. 


POST YOUR REMITTANCE TO: 


a os 23 A.R.H.S. SALES 
20 "A P.O. BOX 333, BOX HILL, 3128 
48 49 4 98 99 Cheque or money order (postage stamps not accepted) 
26 
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